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“Tell all the truth, but tell it slant.”

Maybe these words of Emily Dickinson make a similar 
point to the apostle Peter’s words:

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, 
so that those who speak maliciously against your good 
behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

(1 Peter 3:15-16, NIV)

We are urged to be disciples who are “always prepared 
to give the reason for the hope” that we have in 
trusting in Jesus. In short, we are always ready to 
be witnesses of the love and hope that Christ offers 
to all. But Peter warns that we must do this “with 
gentleness and respect.”

“Amazing Anagrams!” This was the title of an e-mail 
message I once received. “Evangelist” was one of 
the featured anagrams (words where the alphabets 
can be rearranged to form another word/s). Can you 
rearrange the letters of the word “Evangelist” to form 
an anagram? [Go on. Stop reading for a few seconds, 
and try to form the anagram!]

“Tell it slant.”

TRAC President’s Message

The “amazing anagram” formed from the letters of 
the word “Evangelist” was “Evil’s Agent” (according 
to the email). 

How can an evangelist be an agent of evil? This joke 
(if one can call it a joke) arises out of a perverse 
(but popular?) perception of Christian evangelists 
as people who pressurise or manipulate victims 
into making decisions or giving away money without 
responsible thought and care. This perception of 
Christian evangelists will not go away unless we learn 
the importance of bearing witness “with gentleness 
and respect.”

Or as Emily Dickinson puts it, we must learn to “tell 
all the truth, but tell it slant.” Why? Because “The 
truth must dazzle gradually / Or every man be blind. ” 
This is especially important to recognize in today’s 
secular and pluralistic world. It’s not just what we say, 
but how we say it.

We believe that the truth of Jesus is good news for 
the world. But we must learn to bear witness to that 
truth “with gentleness and respect”. For without 
gentleness and respect, the truth we proclaim will be 
rejected as arrogant and evil.

May the God who loves us all help us “tell all the 
truth” of his great love, and to “tell it 
slant.”

■  By Rev Dr Gordon Wong

1  Emily Dickinson, The Laurel Poetry Series: Emily Dickinson, Poem 103, ed. Richard Wilbur (New York: Dell, 1960), page 107.
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Personal Evangelism
When we truly know the gift of salvation that we have 
received, it will be good news to us and we cannot help but 
share it with others.

These are some stories of what I’ve encountered in my 
personal evangelism. Use these ideas and start sharing the 
good news. Carpé diem! 

1. Use the Four Spiritual Laws
The official journey to evangelism began when I was 
preparing to go on a mission trip to East Asia back in 
2010. I learnt the Four Spiritual Laws in Mandarin. It was 
definitely a challenge, but nonetheless an introduction 
to the basic tenets of the Christian faith and the most 
important concepts to be presented to a pre-believer. 

After praying for an opportunity to share locally, I met 
someone I had just gotten to know in school. Over a cup 
of coffee, I presented the Four Spiritual Laws and through 
that intentional exchange of God’s words, we began a 
spiritual friendship which lasted till this day! Praise and 
thank God for my friend’s salvation. 

Each mission trip is an opportunity to share God’s word 
explicitly. Go on one this year!

What about here in Singapore? How does that change the 
way I interact with people? 

2. Use Every Opportunity: Car Rides
When we make the most of every opportunity to do good 
and find ways to explicitly share the gospel, we will find that 
there will be multiple ways to start a spiritual conversation. 

“...making the very most of your time [on earth, recognising 
and taking advantage of each opportunity and using it with 
wisdom and diligence], because the days are [filled with] 
evil.” Ephesians 5:16 (AMP)

A car ride can be a time to share testimonies. Follow up 
with the testimonies with what God’s word says about 
believing in Him and ask for permission to share the 
verses that impacted your life. 

A few years ago, on our way to attend a funeral, I felt led 
to share with my friend, A, in the car about what I’ve just 

read about depression earlier in that week. I went on to 
explain about the hope that is in Christ and how He can 
help one overcome depressive thoughts and feelings. 
However, one must first open up his/her heart to trust in 
Jesus. Interestingly, she was open to hear more. (During 
the times we had met before, A had previously maintained 
that there is more than one way to get to God and that 
Jesus was not the only way.) 

I took the opportunity to ask A if she would like to ask 
Jesus to help her learn more. She agreed. I went on to pray 
with her while we were still in the car, to ask Jesus into her 
life and it was the start to a journey with Christ. When we 
reached our destination, the funeral service, conducted in 
a Christian liturgy, ministered to this dear friend of mine as 
well. Indeed, God has His own ways.

3. Build Bridges: Special Occasions 
Another way to begin a spiritual conversation is asking 
relevant questions during specific festive and important 
occasions, e.g. Good Friday, Deepavali, Christmas and 
Weddings etc. Even during other festivals celebrated in 
Singapore, we can ask our friends how they celebrate these 
occasions and why they do so that way. 

Sometimes, we are to sow seeds. Once, I began a 
conversation during the Christmas season by asking, 
“What do you usually do when Christmas holiday comes?” 
My friend replied and later asked me what I would do 
during the festive season. It was an inroad to share about 
what I believed in and why, focusing on the birth, death, 
then resurrection of Christ and how we celebrate it. I didn’t 
feel that it was a suitable timing for my friend to make 
a decision yet at that point in time, but I knew then that 
some seeds had been sown. 

Wherever you’re at in your spiritual journey with God, dig 
into the basic tenets of our faith and begin to experience 
living the realities of Christian life: in your sickness, you 
see healing; in your struggles, you find comfort and hope; 
in your lack, you see provision; in your shame, you find 
justification. All of these are results of your dependence on 
God. Share your testimonies, start spiritual conversations. 
You will be a great evangelist, in your little ways, reaching 
one at a time.

■  By Ms Angel Tan of Paya Lebar Methodist Church (PLMC) 
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Angel serves in the Worship & Music Ministry and Missions Committee 
of PLMC.
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2. Practical Journeys
Just as many pre-believers like having their children 
enrolled in Christian schools, many find programmes 
or courses run by the church practically beneficial too. 
Pre-believers would sign up for Marriage and Parenting 
Courses run by the church for example, even though 
they are based on Christian values, for the simple reason 
that the principles taught works for them! Others may 
join church-initiated Praise Dance/Line Dance groups 
– calisthenics or dance steps gracefully synchronised 
with Christian songs – for the simple reason that it is 
exercise! And doing it with a whole group of others also 
serves to provide mutual support and accountability. 
Interest Groups, such as cooking, gardening, ukulele, 
karaoke, and even travelling, are also a draw for many. 
And of course, free tuition provided by the church is 

Witness the Invitational Approach – 
Where to and Why? 

■  By Rev Clarence Lee

Not all of us may be gifted to share the gospel with others 
in a clear and concise way. But one thing every Christian 
can do is to invite someone to some place, where the 
gospel is witnessed. Besides the usual evangelistic 
rallies, concerts, and productions, here are a list of other 
avenues we can invite our pre-believing friends to. Some 
of them would be familiar, but others may surprise you.

1. Explore the facts first!
That’s what courses like Alpha and Christianity Explored 
aim to do: bring you through the basics of the faith first, 
before you make any decision. For such courses, how it 
is run is always as, or even more important than what 
is covered. This is because the gospel is communicated, 
not just from the contents of the material, but more 
so through the lives and responses (or deliberate non-
response) of its facilitators and befrienders. It is really an 
opportunity to experience the love of Christian community 
before one even converts! Hence, they are effective for 
both the intellectual seeker, as well as the affective one. 
And most of us are really a good mix of the two. 
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always welcomed and appreciated. The point is that 
these has to be regular activities that go on for a long 
period of time, so that friendships have time to develop 
to the point when talking about matters of faith would 
be entirely natural. 

3. The Appeal of Charity
Volunteerism is in! Almost every organisation today is 
engaged in an altruistic cause or charity. The Church, 
notwithstanding, has been involved in social concerns 
for ages. And that can be a real draw for many pre-
believers!  A guy walked into our church recently, simply 
because he had always been impressed by all the good 
work we do for the elderly and the marginalised. He 
quickly signed up to join us in our outreach to them. 
Sometime later, someone realised he wasn’t a Christian, 
and asked him if he wanted to become one. He readily 
accepted. Another pre-believer, who joined us in our 
outreach to ex-offenders, was so touched by it, that he is 
now seriously exploring the Christian faith! Hence, our 
Outreach and Social Concerns activities may actually be 
one of the best avenues to invite pre-believing friends 
to.

4. The Regular Sunday Service
Nowadays, when seekers visit a church, they don’t really 
want a Seeker Service. Rather, they want to see our 
worship Service simply for what it really is! This is not 
new. Israel in the Bible had always attracted outsiders to 
their faith, by allowing them to witness their worship of 
God. Hence, we are reviving an old practice. In particular, 
the Traditional Service seems to be increasingly popular 
with pre-believers nowadays (even the young ones). I 
have heard of many seekers, who after attending these 
services, commend on how much they appreciated the 
peacefulness, the quiet and reflective nature, and even 
the hymns of the service. And for these reasons, they 
come again and again. Sooner or later, the question of 
faith will surely emerge. Hence, there is good reason for 
reviving the age-old practice of just inviting your friends 
to church with you.

Why the Invitational Approach?
Some time ago, a pastor of a small church got to know 
an AIDS patient called George. George shared with 
him that he had basically reached the end of his life. 
Whether or not he existed on earth doesn’t really make 
a difference, as no one had really cared much about 
him. He said that he sometimes wished he could go 
to church, as Christians do, to sing hymns, do good 

works, and basically live for a goal higher than oneself. 
“But,” he said, “I really struggle to believe.” The pastor 
responded, “You struggle to believe in God? That’s OK,” 
he said, “for ‘belief talks, but service walks!’” What the 
pastor meant is that for some people, they needed all 
their questions on the faith answered before they would 
start serving. But there are also many others who think 
that all this “talk” is empty, whereas works are more 
practical. People like that actually experience God 
through participation and service. “I am that kind of a 
person!” the pastor said, “and looks like you are too, 
George!”

George was surprised at the pastor’s response. “You 
mean to say that I don’t have to be a believer, I don’t 
have to have all things sorted out, before I can join you 
guys to do things in church?” “Yes!” the pastor replied. 
“Well, where can I start?” George asked. “Why don’t you 
just start by coming to church with me this weekend 
to sing hymns,” suggested the pastor. George did, and 
before long, he was reconciled to God and baptised.  

The point is that for many people, conversion is a 
journey (process) rather than a single point. We can’t 
wait for people to have their belief sorted out first, before 
we invite them to join us in our activities. Rather, we 
should welcome them first, and in the process, they can 
take their time to sort out their faith questions. Almost 
all of the above activities listed work on this principle. 
“Enculturation before conversion,” some might call it. 
And why not?
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■  By Rev Raymond Fong

You never walk alone?* FOOTBALL and 
WITNESS
No. Not in football. Football is a communal game. We 
play, watch and enjoy football in a community and hence 
have the opportunity for Christian witness to others.  

Let me offer a few thoughts about how we can be a 
witness (or not) while engaging in or enjoying a sport. 
Being a football fan, allow me to illustrate my points 
using football.

1) Mind your language
The thrill and adrenalin rush when a goal is scored 
or a brilliant run of play is executed makes one easily 
excitable and “colourful words” may fly. I have heard 
Christians swear vulgarities when their team is not 
performing as expected or when the rival team scores a 
goal. I believe such conduct undermines any credibility 
you have as a Christian.

One word about our attitude towards referees. They 
often bear the brunt of our mockery and insults when 
they make a controversial decision. I remember a game 
at the Indoor Stadium when Singapore was playing 
against Malaysia and tempers flared when the referee 
awarded a dubious penalty to the Malaysians. That 
turned the game and resulted in the loss to Singapore. 
I had to hold my tongue even though my immediate 
neighbours made no effort to hide their vehemence 
as they blasted the referee with the most colourful 
profanities one could imagine. I hope we will learn to be 
kind with our words towards referees. They are human 
and simply doing their best. Even if mistakes are made, 
that’s part and parcel of the game.

I know of a church’s football team which has a rule that 
none should use vulgarities while they are playing on the 

field. This rule was set up because the church wanted all 
the players, some of whom are non-believers, to know 
that this is a distinctive of the team. I commend this 
effort as it is a powerful witness when our speech does 
not dishonour God and each other even when engaging 
in a passionate game of football.

May our football conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt (Colossians 4:6) so that our words 
will reflect Christlikeness.

2) Fair and committed play 
It is a powerful form of witness when you play fairly and 
exhibit graciousness to rival teams. In football, the way 
you tackle and foul the opponent is often an indication 
of your character. I have been disappointed by Christians 
who behave like hooligans on the field, bullying their 
way through with rough and violent tackles. 
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Fair play aside, one other powerful form of Christian 
witness is giving our best. Being a team member who 
is reliable to play your part in the game, tracking back to 
defend, moving forward to support in attack, often wins 
the respect and earns the friendship of non-believers. 
When non-believers notice that Christians conduct 
themselves with honour on the field, it attracts them to 
the faith that leads to such behaviour.

3) Graciousness in defeat, modesty in victory
How one handles defeat or victory is also a witness 
to our faith. I recall my favourite team losing a critical 
match and I congratulated my non-believer friend 
who supports the team that beat mine. He was rather 
surprised and asked if I had prayed for my team. I said 
I did but I also told him that God must have a larger 
purpose in mind. That got him interested and we had 
a good conversation about the sovereignty of God and 
whether prayer affects the outcome of a match!

By the way, I have stopped praying for my favourite team 
or club to win. I tell my friends that I pray for a fair and 
safe game, that none of the players would be injured. 
This often gets them quite interested in why I do that 
and this has led to several opportunities to speak about 
my faith.

4) Pray before and after the game 
Finally, a powerful witness to our faith is making the 
choice to pray before and after a game.

I have seen Christian football players do that before a 
game. If this posture of prayer and reliance on God is 
followed by a fair and excellent performance on the field, 
it goes a long way to testify to God’s providence for 
them during the match. 

After a game, giving thanks to God regardless of the 
outcome is again a testimony that God is sovereign and 
in control. It takes the attention away from the outcome 
but encourages the team to continue trusting God for 
the next game. 

I have heard of new believers testifying that it was the 
prayer before and after the football game which has 
led them to believe in God eventually. May we always 
surrender each game to God.

Conclusion 
Yes, you will never walk alone. Because God is with 
us even as we enjoy a game of football. May this 
consciousness of God enable us to always present 
ourselves as a good witness in the football community. 

May our light shine forth so that others may see our 
good works and glorify our Father in heaven (Matthew 
5:16).

*In case you think the title suggests my loyalties, I 
am not a Liverpool fan but God-willing, a loyal, long-
suffering fan of Manchester United, given their current 
form at the time of this article.
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■  By Rev Benjamin Lee

Witnessing in the School 
( Just Walk Across the Room)

1 Bill Hybels, Just Walk Across the Room, 2006.

Just walk across the room. Bill Hybels, in his book by the 
same name, talks about how Jesus Christ Himself made 
the ultimate walk across the room, bridged the cosmos, 
came as a human like us, and sacrificed Himself for our 
sakes on the cross, in order to demonstrate God’s love 
for us (Romans 5:8).

Just walk across the room. That is also predominantly 
how three students demonstrate God’s love to their 
schoolmates, by simply willing to make the efforts to 
befriend, build relationships and demonstrate God’s 
love in practical ways.

Just walk across the room. These three students share 
with us how they do it through the questions asked of 
them below. Derek Hum, 22 yrs old, is a student in a 
local university. Simone Kow, 15 yrs old, is a student in 
a secondary school. Caleb Lee, 11 yrs old, is a student in 
a primary school.

1) How have you shown you are a Christian in your 
school?

I am generally quite open about my faith in school. I 
think one good place is actually the classroom. For 
example, I have on a few occasions brought my faith 
in during class discussions when I think it might be 
relevant. In my conversations outside of class I also try 
not to shy away from letting people know that I am a 
Christian. This comes up in many ways. They could be 
asking me what I did over the weekend, why I do/believe 
in certain things, or very simply if I am religious or not. 
More active expressions would probably include simple 
things like doing devotion in visible places, like under 
this huge tree in the middle of the school. – Derek

My friend and I are in the choir and we love to sing. 
Very often, both of us would sing Christian songs 
in-between periods and our classmates around us 
would hear us. One particular classmate used to use 
vulgarities. As a Christian, I don’t use vulgarities and 
I would ask her not to use such language. After some 
time, she realized that she is the only one using it and 
she stopped. Sometimes, my classmates and I would 
also gather to pray for others and give thanks to God 
in class. – Simone

I first ask my friends whether they are Christians. And 
then when they ask me, I will tell them that I am a 
Christian. I am also very open in talking to my friends 
about which church I go to and what I do in church. – 
Caleb

2) How have you, in your position, practically shown 
God’s love to schoolmates?

I think the opportunity that presents itself most often 
is simply helping with schoolwork. Although it takes 
time to read my friends’ essays, or help them figure 
out something we learned in class, or even just to 
print their notes for them, I think these are little things 
which add up to reflecting God’s love. But besides that, 
I think what is more important is simply getting to 
know people – talking to them, building relationships. 
For example, signing up for Lunch Tag (this is an 
initiative where you continually get paired up with 
random persons for a meal) was something I did for 
this purpose. Friendship provides the platform to show 
love. – Derek
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I’ll give notes of encouragement which include Bible 
verses to my friends when they are down or during exam 
periods. I also pray for them when they are in need 
of prayer. For my stronger subjects, I offer to help my 
friends in those subjects by staying back in school with 
them because I believe that this is what Jesus would do. 
– Simone

When my friends need help, I will willingly help them, 
for example with  school work. I share food with my 
friends and actively try to help my teachers carry books. 
[Caleb’s sister, Sarah 9 yrs old, at this point breaks in 
with another suggestion] Sarah: I also wait for my 
friends to finish their food during recess, so that we can 
go back to class together. Caleb: Yah, I do that too. – 
Caleb

3) How do you find opportunities to befriend and engage 
in spiritual conversations with schoolmates?

I think I am very fortunate to be in a school where people 
are very open even if you don’t know each other. I am 
not always as friendly, but I try to take advantage of this 
opportunity to talk to people and get to know them if I 
can. Sometimes this means just sitting with someone 
who is eating alone in the dining hall. Or talking to 

project group mates about more than just work. Not 
every conversation is going to be a spiritual one, but it 
helps to build that bridge. Thereafter, being open and 
genuinely interested in peoples’ lives often naturally 
leads to it. – Derek

Whenever my church has events, like Youth Ministry 
having an outreach programme, I would ask my 
classmates if they would like to come and ask my mom 
to pick them up and after that bring them out for lunch. 
Even at events like Wesley’s Food Fair, I would invite my 
classmates so that they would be able to have a feel of 
the hospitality in the church and hopefully come back. 
– Simone

Sometimes my friends ask me if I can join in some 
activities/training on Sundays and I tell them I have to 
go to church. Then I will tell them more about what I do 
in church and why I go to church, and that is because 
there is a God. I also try to ask them during recess 
whether they go to church, and if not, I will tell them 
about my church. – Caleb

May their testimonies of building relationships and 
striking up spiritual conversations help the students in 
our midst see how they too, can walk across the room, 
and be a witness to God’s love, in their schools.
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■  By Pastor David Ho

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “The Church is the Church 
only when it exists for others...not dominating, but 
helping and serving.” 1 Indeed, Scripture tells us that the 
church is to be set apart for the task of witness (Acts 
1.8b, 1 Peter 2:9) as the ambassador for Christ (2 Cor. 
5:20).        
  
But what does it mean to witness amidst the plurality 
and pressures of this age?

In a multi-racial and multi-religious society, it is 
imperative that Christian witness is free of any 
condescension and triumphalism, and always textured 
with “gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15). 

There is a tendency amongst Christians to see 
witnessing as “presenting” the Gospel and less of 
“embodying” the Gospel. In “Living Holiness,” John 
Thomson points out that rather than embodying  
God’s story of grace and good life, the church “has been 
severely diminished due to a preoccupation with ideas 
and abstractions at the expense of such embodiment.”2   

Scripture teaches that faithful witnessing involves 
more than words. The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
vividly illustrates how the second limb of the Great 
Commandment entails loving our neighbor in practical 
ways. Jesus taught his disciples to shine for God through 
doing good deeds (Matthew 5:16).  Peter instructed the 
early believers to live good and exemplary lives amidst 
unbelievers (1 Peter 2:12).
  
To be faithful witnesses of Christ also necessarily means 
to reflect the character and convictions of Christ, who 
is the visible image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15). This 
entails incarnating the servanthood of Christ, the self-
emptying of the Servant (Phil. 2:7) who lived among the 
people, sharing in their hopes and sufferings, giving his 
life on the cross for all humanity.  

One Methodist faith community that is a witness to 
God’s love in such an incarnational way is the Bukit 
Batok Preaching Point (BBPP). Over the years, BBPP 
has engaged hundreds of people in the community 
through various acts of service, friendship and love. 
Currently, over 80% of her Sunday congregation are 
from the neighbouring community. 

Witnessing to the Sacrificial Love of 
Christ as a Faith Community 
(Bukit Batok Preaching Point)

Serving Students through providing Free Tuition
BBPP offers free tuition for 40 to 50 students from 
the community twice a week, many of whom are from 
low income families who cannot afford private tuition.   
With the proliferation of commercial tuition agencies in 
Singapore, the offer of free tuition is a powerful counter-
cultural witness to the servanthood of Christ. 

Anna, the BBPP staff overseeing the tuition programme 
shared:  

“Late last year, we received a phone call by a parent 
enquiring about our Tuition Programme... She had 
found out about us from her daughter’s classmate who 
made very remarkable academic progress after a year of 
tuition with us. She was also rather surprised that we 
offered it for free to the community.”

Serving Families in the Community 
On Friday evenings once or twice a month, the BBPP 
organises programmes for children and parents from 
the community. The children’s programme (Praise Kidz) 
is designed to facilitate wholistic development and to 
introduce Christian values through music, stories and 
games. Children are affirmed, cared for and loved by 
BBPP volunteers. 

The parents’ programme (Parents’ Fellowship) seeks 
to strengthen families through parenting and family 
related talks. Prior to the talk, a complimentary dinner is 

1 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison. (New York: Touchstone, 1997), p. 300.
2 John Thomas, Living Holiness. (London: SCM Press, 2010) p. 142.
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provided, during which BBPP volunteers would seek to 
befriend and encourage parents in their journey. Parents 
are sometimes moved to tears when their birthdays are 
celebrated there.

In addition to monthly or ad-hoc visits to low-income 
families, staff and volunteers move around the 
neighbourhood regularly to befriend people. This had 
led to divine encounters that have borne fruit. Last year, 
Lawrence, a BBPP staff, assisted a wheelchair-bound 
lady whom he had just met to get to the Town Council.  
She had just returned to Singapore with her Japanese 
husband after many years in Japan. A connection was 
established and now, she and her husband are regular 
members of the Sunday congregation.

Witnessing God’s Love through Authentic Community 
Life 
The love that believers have for one another, as reflected 
in authentic and loving community, is a powerful witness 
amidst a world of broken and superficial relationships 
(John 13:35). In his book “Evangelism Outside the Box”, 
Rick Richardson writes, “Today people are certainly 
looking for a community to belong to before a message 
to believe in … we desperately need communities that 
welcome the awakened seeker.”3

  
Over the years, BBPP has been intentional in welcoming 
people from diverse backgrounds, recognising that in 
an atmosphere of unconditional love and acceptance, 
people will find the freedom and power to change, and 
a reason to believe. The heart-warming story of Madam 
Sim reflects this in a powerful way. 

Madam Sim, a pre-believer, was referred to 
BBPP by a Family Service Centre in June 2013 
for financial assistance. Other than being an 
amputee struggling to cope with the pain and 
grief over the loss of her mobility, she was a 
diabetic and a kidney dialysis patient.  

After receiving personal bible study 
over several months from Margaret, 
a BBPP staff who visited her at 
home, her outlook of life gradually 
transformed from one of despair to 
one of hope as she experienced the 
reality of God in her life.  

Madam Sim looked forward to every Sunday Service, 
followed by church school and lunch fellowship. She 
also started attending bible study with a small group of 
ladies and was baptised in December 2014.

Early one Sunday morning at about 3 am in June 2015, 
Margaret received a call from Madam Sim’s daughter 
informing that Madam Sim had passed away in the 
hospital. That very morning, Margaret and another staff 
met Madam Sim’s three children at the mortuary to 
comfort and assist them.

What God did in Madam Sim’s life was truly amazing.  
However, what God did in the next few days after her 
death was nothing less! Her three grown children, 
all of whom were non-believers, decided to honour 
their mother’s faith and sought our help to organise a 
Christian funeral for her.  

So, from hardly any interaction with her children (whom 
Madam Sim had been praying earnestly for), BBPP 
staff and members now had the opportunity to relate 
with them. Eulogies were shared every night at the 
wake services by different church members, offering 
encouraging testimonies of Madam Sim’s courage and 
faith, and her love for her family. In God’s miraculous 
ways, He opened a door for the love of Christ to be 
shared with Madam Sim’s family.  

By rooting herself in the HDB heartlands, by serving the 
community selflessly with no strings attached and by 
entering meaningfully into their lives as an incarnational 
witness to the sacrificial love of God, BBPP has, in more 
ways than one, lived out what Jesus commanded in 
Matthew 5:16: 

  

3 Rick Richardson, Evangelism Outside the Box. (IVP, Downers Grove, IL, 2000), p.55.

…let your light 
shine before 
others, that 
they may see 
your good 
deeds and 
glorify your 
Father in 
heaven. 
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Witnessing to the “Neighbour”
In the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), 
Jesus asked the lawyer which of the three persons 
proved to be a “neighbour” to the man who fell among 
the robbers. The lawyer answered rightly that it is the 
one who showed compassion. Jesus then exhorted the 
lawyer to go and do likewise. 

From the parable, we learn that our Christian witness 
need not be limited to the sharing of the Gospel. In fact, 
the parable was meant to point the lawyer, known to be 
an expert of the Mosaic Law, to do what he preached. 
Indeed, our witness as believers of God’s grace and love 
can be in the form of showing compassion to the people 
around us. This is about sharing Christ through actions 
and deeds. 

Through the parable, it is also clear that our neighbours 
can be anybody who is in need of help. We need not go 
to a faraway country to show mercy to our neighbours; 
many of those who need help are literally right at our 
doorsteps. While it is good to be involved in church 
based outreach activities or mission trips; we are also 
called to witness to persons within our respective 
localities. Our “mission field” can be where we live, 
work or study. 

I know of a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ who 
demonstrates this aspect of Christian witness. As a stay-

home mother, she seeks to reach out to other stay-home 
mothers within her residential estate. For example, 
she brought food and gave tuition to the daughter of 
a single mother living on social welfare. From time to 
time, she would also bring groceries and offered to top 
up the child’s accounts for transport and educational 
needs. This disciple is also helping another family 
whose husband had been just released from prison, by 
purchasing daily necessities for them.

To this disciple, helping her neighbours through acts 
of kindness is a “natural behaviour” of someone who 
has been touched by God’s grace. I asked her the 
question, “how do you get to know these persons within 
the estate?” She said that being a homemaker, she 
brings her children to the playground and the market. 
This gives her the opportunity to meet other mothers 
who also bring their children to these places. She pays 
special attention to those mothers with young children 
who are in need. 

After months of praying to the Lord and trying to make 
small talk, she usually gets the opportunity to be friends 
with these neighbours. Despite her busy schedules, this 
disciple would spend time listening to their problems 
and share her life’s struggles with them as well. She 
also mentioned that due to her experience serving in 
the prison ministry, she was able to tell if some persons 

had just been released from the 
prisons, and hence needed help to 
start afresh. 

This disciple’s love for her 
neighbours can only flow from 
the belief that Christ first loved 
us, and it should inspire us to do 
likewise. In similar ways, we can 
make the effort to pray and keep 
a keen eye for our neighbours 
whom we can show compassion. 
In doing so, our Christian witness 
is accomplished through what the 
Lord Jesus said in Matthew 5:16: 
“In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is 
in heaven.” 

■  By Rev Jason Phua


