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Jesus our Lord was muttered against for being too 
welcoming and friendly towards certain people. Is 
anyone “muttering” or criticising our Church for 
being too welcoming? Hallelujah! It would be far 
better to be criticised for being too welcoming rather 
than for not being welcoming enough!

“That church welcomes too many ex-prisoners 
to their services. Sure, it’s good to give people a 
second chance, but some of them may still be out to 
con us, and I don’t want to risk my children seeing 
their tattoos and picking up bad habits. Worse! My 
daughter may end up dating one of them!”

“My former church started welcoming homeless 
people into their services. It was alright when we just 
gave them food during the week, but then they started 
inviting them into our church premises every Sunday 
and even some evenings?”

“Don’t get me wrong. I am glad my former church 
welcomes children with special needs. But the 
services were very distracting, and I found it hard 
to concentrate. I don’t know why the leaders didn’t  
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listen to my suggestion to create a separate 
programme for these kids so the rest of us can 
worship properly.” 

“Everything is too slow in that church because they go 
out of their way to welcome the elderly and those in 
wheelchairs. Serving Holy Communion takes longer; 
they even allow the elderly to walk in and out of the 
worship service whenever they need the toilet; and 
after the service, the toilets are always full. They do 
not sing more than two worship songs standing 
up because the pastor says we must let old people 
sit down and rest. No rhythm to the worship, so I 
changed church.”

“This church wants to welcome everybody! They are 
too welcoming. Next thing you know, they will be 
welcoming street ladies and construction workers 
and homosexuals and … It won’t be safe to come to 
church anymore!”

This issue of OnTRAC features many reflections and 
concrete ideas for how we can be more welcoming to 
those of us who are homeless, have special needs, are 
elderly, or are ex-prisoners, or just new and looking 
for fellowship. If we followed these suggestions and 
developed them further, who knows? We might be 
criticised for being far too open and welcoming.

Wouldn’t that be good?

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering 
around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.” 

(Luke 15:1-2, NIV)

■  By Rev Dr Gordon Wong
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Context of Hebrews 13
The world that the author of Hebrews was writing to was 
not too dissimilar to our own contemporary world. It was 
a world where there is rampant persecution on the values 
that the fledgling Church held on to. It was a world where 
the trials and temptations of life continue to hold sway over 
the commitment and resolve of the Christian community. 

To that, the author emphasises the superiority of Christ, 
reminds the recipients of the letter to hold on with 
faithfulness and exhorts them to spur one another on 
through communal love, always hanging on to the hope 
of a kingdom that cannot be shaken. How is that hope 
expressed? With gratefulness and offering of acceptable 
worship to God. What is acceptable worship? The author 
lists down various practical ways in which acceptable 
worship is expressed in Hebrews 13, the concluding 
chapter of the letter.

Connection between Worship and Welcome
Therefore, our communal love for each other, and our 
welcome of strangers into our midst, are our expressions 
of acceptable worship unto God, even as we seek to roll 
back the influences of the world. The author of Hebrews 
noted that as we welcome strangers into our midst, we 
may even be welcoming the heavenly hosts, and that 
must surely please God, as the Body of Christ welcomes 
His angelic beings.

The author of Hebrews exhorts the welcoming of guests 
into the homes, which was the context of their gathering 
for worship and fellowship at that time. That remains to 
be so in our time with small groups gathering in homes, 
and our small groups must therefore remain open to 
welcoming guests into our gatherings. However, an 
additional context of gathering is also prevalent in our 
time, and that is our gathering in churches on Sundays 
(and in some churches, Saturday) in our worship services. 

Our expressions of worship on Sundays, in following the 
exhortation of the author of Hebrews, must therefore, 
not only revolve around the singing of praise songs, the 
giving of God’s tithes and our offerings, the proclaiming 
and listening of God’s Word, but should also include 
our welcoming of strangers, before, during and after 
the services. It is in so doing that we express our love 
to God, by being conduits of God’s love to others in 
practical ways.

Conduits of God’s Love in Practical Ways
Welcoming before services can mean various things: 
Providing special parking lots for visitors; making 
arrangements for umbrellas to be made available from 
the car park to the sanctuary on rainy days (or even sunny 
days!); providing clear and unambiguous direction signs; 
being extra alert to anyone who seem to be lost and 
extending oneself to guide them; ushers helping to identify 
newcomers and bringing them to a welcome booth (if they 
are willing) even before the service starts; setting aside 
seats and spaces for visitors or persons with special needs; 
are all things we can do before the services to help not only 
visitors but indeed regular worshippers to feel welcomed.

Welcoming during the services can be worked intentionally 
by: Providing clear instructions during the service order 
(not assuming that visitors can follow along); explicitly 
stating it is not necessary for visitors to participate in 
certain parts of the service if they are not comfortable 
(e.g. the offertory, holy communion); giving options for 
visitors to indicate their presence (some feel honoured 
to be recognised by raising of hands while others may 
feel shy that they are being singled out and these can 
be invited to make themselves known at the welcome 
booth after the service); intentional welcome of identified 
visitors by not just the ushers but regular worshippers 
sitting around them; can all be done to create a deeper 
sense of welcome in our services.

Welcoming after the services end can mean: places for 
people to pray or be prayed for; that a welcome booth or 
information counter is made available for visitors to make 
enquiries about the church (perhaps with coffee and cookies 
thrown in as well); intentional spaces for fellowship and 
befriending; help for persons with special needs to get to 
their transports; and umbrellas again back to the car parks.
 
Changing Lives through Welcome
Amazingly, it is through our acceptable worship unto 
the Lord, in welcoming all into our midst, that we 
witness to God’s faithfulness and love not only to our 
own lives, but in very real, tangible and practical ways, 
to the lives of those who come to church in need of a 
touch from God. God touches them through His Body, 
us! Every “can I help you” and every extended hand can 
be used by the Lord to change their lives, rolling back 
the influences of a self-centred world.

I recently heard someone proclaim, “I feel so loved 
by God because there have been so many of you who 
showed your love to me through your acts of service.” 
Wouldn’t it be a wonderful sight to behold if all who 
come to our churches were to be touched by God’s love 
through our acts of service and welcome unto them?

Welcome at our Services
“Keep being concerned about each other as the Lord’s 
followers should. Be sure to welcome strangers into 
your home. By doing this, some people have welcomed 
angels as guests, without even knowing it.” 

(Hebrews 13:1-2, CEV)

■  By Rev Benjamin Lee
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While studying in Kentucky in 2002, I received an 
unsolicited vision. I was walking along a country road 
when I had flashbacks of a very familiar scene: prisoners 
seated on the floor in a large hall. All of a sudden, I 
was gripped by so great a fear I started weeping. I was 
conscious that the fear was not mine, but that of the 
prisoners in the vision. The fear became increasingly 
intense – there were fears of many kinds: fear of each 
other, fear of their future, fear of the unknown, fear of 
spiritual beings. I cried to God, “How will you help these 
people?” A mist descended and the scene shifted. In the 
new scene, I saw prisoners marching in neat rows. They 
appeared to be marching to battle but instead of sensing 
fear, I felt overwhelming love. The message of the vision 
was clear: God would transform fearful prisoners into 
disciplined soldiers whose weapon is love.

In the years since that vision, I have seen God replacing 
prisoners’ fears with a deep, almost unconditional 
love for one another and for others. But one piece of 
the tapestry remains unfinished: who will receive them, 
minister to them, and equip them for battle? 

I was asked to write some tips for churches planning to 
receive and welcome released prisoners. Instead, I will 
state some principles to bear in mind.

All churches are called
For years, I had held the view that certain churches were 
better suited to receive released prisoners than others. I 
saw the unspoken class separation and the differences 
in lifestyles and habits as insurmountable obstacles to 
helping released prisoners settle and grow in churches. 

I was willing to rationalise that some churches simply 
could not receive released prisoners.

Now that I am pastoring a church comprising 
largely middle and upper-middle class families, I 
am beginning to see differently. Granted, there is a 
stark difference in lifestyles between the members of 
my church and that of released prisoners. But I have 

seen my church members from very different socio-
economic situations willing to cross over. There will be 

Welcoming the 
Freed Prisoner

■  By Rev Dr Chiu Ming Li

A CHURCH FOR FREED PRISONERS

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the 
Lord has anointed me… to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners… 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of 
the Lord for the display of his splendour…

(Isaiah 61:1,3, NIV)
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members in every church who will want to receive and 
disciple released prisoners.

What is important to remember is that the biblical 
injunction to reach out to prisoners (e.g. Matthew 25:43 
and Hebrews 13:3) applies to all Christian communities. 
The Bible does not accept demographic differences as 
valid reasons for churches not to care for the poor and 
for prisoners.

Christianity is not about comfort
Helping a released prisoner settle into our churches 
is a daunting task. As a befriender, you are making 
a commitment that will demand that you leave the 
comforts of your Sunday or daily routines, to change 
the things you talk about and to learn new subjects 
for conversation, and often to extend love only to be 
rebuffed or taken advantage of.

There is much to learn and unlearn. You may have to 
go for simpler and much cheaper meals if you want 
released prisoners join you for Sunday lunch. You will 
have to learn new topics to talk about, and sometimes 
develop new pastimes.

People who are in pain are not always able to appreciate 
help at the times when help is offered. Foremost on their 
minds is how to ease the pain. Hence, a drug addict 
will see help as receiving money to buy more drugs, and 
will not appreciate help to recover from the addiction. 
A person who offers to help the addict may be rebuffed 
and accused by the addict of not being compassionate.

All of this makes commitment to be a befriender or 
discipler very uncomfortable. But we are not called to 
the Christian faith to be comfortable. We need to see 
our church not as an enclave to protect our lifestyles, 
but as a community that takes seriously the mandate to 
embrace the outcast.

Released prisoners and church members have much to 
give each other
We need to embrace the outcast not only because 
they need a church. Equally important is that we need 

them. I spent half a year living in a Christian drug 
rehabilitation centre. During that period, I learned that 
released prisoners have qualities that the church has 
largely lost: 

Faith: Many of these persons have a simple yet powerful 
faith, and a deep, childlike friendship with Jesus. Having 
lost everything, God is everything they have. Because 
of their dependence on God, God is able to work many 
miracles. 

Community: The recovering addicts had little, but 
shared much. They saw each other as family and gave of 
their resources with abandon.

Acceptance of sinners: Many recovering addicts are 
aware of how vulnerable they are to sin. They have fallen 
too many times. This makes them much less judgmental 
and more accepting of their brethren who have fallen. 

Even as we disciple released prisoners, they can help the 
church regain her faith, community, and the acceptance 
of those who have fallen.

Love does not keep score of offences, but always hopes 
It has often been said that the work of helping released 
prisoners is extremely difficult and unrewarding. After 
all, most of those we help eventually return to crime 
and prison. While it is true that the majority eventually 
end up in prison again, it is not true that we have made 
no impact. My many years working among prisoners in 
death row has shown me that the ones who are most 
open to God are those who have had past experiences 
in church or among Christians. Just because a person 
returns to jail, does not mean that he has not changed. 
Change is gradual. I have observed that among prisoners 
who have repeatedly gone back to prison after joining a 
church, a lot of change and maturing has taken place. I 
see the seed of love taking root in their lives. 

Statistics of recidivism rates do not tell the whole story. 
Working among those who have repeatedly fallen back 
to sin has shown me that there is good reason for love 
to always hope.

I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you 
did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me. 

Matthew 25:43

Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in 
prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 

Hebrews 13:3

ONTRAC 05
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Shakespeare wrote, “Age, I do abhor thee; youth, I do 
adore thee.” We live in a culture where most of the buzz 
revolve around the young and active. Yet this is one 
thing the church would do well not to emulate. For to 
Christ, the value of a person lies not in one’s looks or 
productivity, but in the fact that we are created in God’s 
image (Genesis 1:26-27). Moreover, Pope John Paul II 
reminds us that the fourth divine commandment to 
“honour your father and mother” is “of fundamental 
importance for the development of ‘relations between 
the generations’ not only in the family, but also in 
the whole of society.” How true! The way we treat our 
elders today would certainly model the way we would be 
treated someday. Have our churches been “welcoming” 
enough to them? 

Welcome, I believe, is firstly defined by a Welcoming 
Attitude. Since all action flows from the inclinations 
of one’s heart, the spirit of welcome must first be 
addressed here. Do we really welcome the elderly? 
Pastoral counsellor Doris Moreland Jones tells us that to 
be seen as merely a “responsibility” can be emotionally 
painful. It is one thing to fulfil mere obligations, and 
another to truly love and treasure them. Do we love and 
treasure them?

We often talk about how they are wise and experienced, 
for example, it is no wonder that the Hebrew Scriptures 
entrust the eldest generation with the duty of reciting 
the Commandments and the mighty acts of God to 
the younger generations. For “the Shema lived and 
walked and spoke through its oldest devotees: God’s 
best advertisement for its effectiveness.” Yet do we still 
welcome their opinions on matters today? How pro-
active are we really in seeking them? This can go a long 
way in affirming that they are indeed an esteemed part 
of the church.

Secondly, welcome is also communicated through 
a Welcoming Substance in our ministries. This 
means, for example, that the contents of our 
messages should be relevant to them, so they 
know they are “thought of” and welcomed in this 
place. I, for one, need to be more conscious in my 
sermon preparations that the congregation isn’t 
just filled with young and working adults, but that  
God has a message for those retired as well.

Welcome Essentials for the Elderly

Professor Arthur H. Becker tells us, for instance, that 
one of the greatest fears older people have is the fear 
of abandonment – “Will I be abandoned by God? By my 
family? By my friends?” As such, the elderly needs to 
be assured constantly that God “will never leave them 
nor forsake them.” (Deuteronomy 31:6, 8; Hebrews 13:5) 
And this assurance is given, not just in the preaching, 
but in the “visible word” of actual brothers and sisters 
in Christ being there for them, as real expressions of the 
providential care of God. 

Thirdly, welcome is forged when we intentionally 
create a Welcoming Environment. This is more than 
just having handicap-friendly facilities, such as lifts 
and ramps. Do we pay attention, for example, to the 
size of the font on our bulletins and slides? And if we 
have no bulletins, is there somewhere they can refer 
to for information they forgot? Is the temperature of 
the hall too cold for comfort? Is the music too loud, 
and the microphone volume too soft? And can we 
always assume that information reaches them when 
the only communication channels are through online 
means? Sometimes, it’s in the little details that people 
experience welcome. 

In all, nothing beats a place where there are unhurried 
people to sit with, eat with, and converse with. For the 
church is primarily the people, and it is people who best 
express the spirit of welcome. 

■  By Rev Clarence Lee

1 Doris Moreland Jones, And Not One Bird Stopped Singing: Coping with Transition and Loss in Aging. (The Upper Room: Nashville, TN, 
 1997), p. 55.
2 John Paul II, Healing and Hope: Messages to the Sick, the Suffering, and the Elderly. (the Daughters of St. Paul: Boston, MA, 1982), p. 22.
3 Jones 1997, p. 59.
4 DeeAnn Klapp, “Biblical Foundations for a Practical Theology of Aging” in Derrel Watkins (Ed.), Practical Theology for Aging. (Haworth 
 Pastoral Press: Binghamton, NY, 2003), p. 71.
5 Arthur H. Becker, Ministry with Older Persons: A Guide for Clergy and Congregations. (Augsburg Publishing House: Minneapolis, MN, 
 1986), p. 175.
6 Ibid., p. 180.
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Welcome for Children with Special Needs 
and their Caregivers

ONTRAC 07

■  By Rev Raymond Fong

Jesus says, “Let the children come to me.” (Matthew 
19:14) One would suppose all children are welcomed. 
While we seek to offer a gracious and warm welcome 
to children in our ministry to them, how do we extend 
meaningful welcome to those with special needs? 

OnTRAC caught up with two ministries reaching out 
to children with special needs: PSCO (Praise Special 
Children Outreach) and GEM (God Enables Me) from 
Wesley Methodist and Faith Methodist respectively.

For PSCO, the starting point is to affirm that even children 
with developmental and learning disabilities can and do 
express their love and worship for God in their own unique 
ways. In fact they are created to worship not in spite of their 
disabilities but because of them. GEM likewise affirms 
that God places special kids in our midst to impress upon 
us that a person’s value is not determined by his or her 
productivity but that in God’s economy, individuals have 
significance simply because they are made in the image of 
the God, and so are these lovely children. 

According to PSCO, some practical ways of making 
such children feel welcomed are simple acts like saying 
hello to them by name, asking for a high-five from them 
and checking how they are feeling. One way of showing 
welcome to the child is to address him or her directly 
instead of talking to the child through their parents.

Another way to make them feel welcomed is to be sensitive 
and aware of our expectations of their response. For example, 
some may need more time to respond to a question, or 
may not respond in ways we are used to. Recognise that 
this is not because they do not want to befriend you but  
that they may not know the socially-accepted way of 
responding (this of course can usually be taught).

GEM affirms that the best form of welcome is simply to 
provide these children with a loving presence. Just sitting 
with them throughout the session, learning about their 
world, finding out their likes and dislikes, playing and praying 
with them will show them in tangible ways that they are 
more than welcomed, they are in fact loved and cherished.

Routine and consistent schedules help reduce disruptive 
behaviour and anxiety for these children. 

Reinforce the lesson by exploring the same Bible passage for 
several weeks and using a variety of activities incorporating 
different learning styles: auditory, visual, kinaesthetic etc, 
help to strengthen the learning experience. 

Create take-home reminders during craft time about what 
has been taught helps as most of them are tactile learners.

Ministry volunteers can also be sent to the Autism 
Resource Centre for training. Meeting regularly to 
share behaviour management tips will also assist in 
continuous learning for volunteers and caregivers. 

Finally, caring for the parents and caregivers is also a 
powerful expression of the welcome we give to these 
children. PSCO and GEM recommend that one way of caring 
for them is simply to provide them with respite. Parents are 
thankful that they are able to attend service while knowing 
that their children are well taken care of. Whatsapp or chat 
groups can be set up to share prayer requests and informal 
gatherings organised to provide mutual encouragement. 
One other effective way is simply to help them babysit when 
the parent has something to attend to. These are all integral 
to the support system we can set up for parents/caregivers.

The eventual goal should be to create a conducive and 
inclusive church environment for the child to grow up and 
transit to the different life stages, e.g. from children to youth 
ministry or young adult groups. This is the continuous process 
of welcome we give to these children and their parents.

In conclusion, may God grant us grace to love these 
children as He would. 

May we be a channel of God’s welcome to these children 
and their families, so that they may experience the love 
of Christ, excel in their God-given potential and become 
all that God desires them to be.

As for some practical tips for ministry volunteers, PSCO 
and GEM identify the following key points:
1. A willing heart and burden for such children are basic 
 requirements.

2. Sensitive and respectful communication with parents 
 is key. It is crucial to help parents work through 
 their expectations as they bring their children to these  
 ministries.

3. Understanding the peculiar needs, likes and dislikes, 
 the routines of the child at home, his or her diagnosis  
 and characteristics is important.

4. Generic communication tools like using fewer words, 
 speaking slowly and simplifying instructions are helpful  
 to persons with Autism. Visual aids are particularly  
 helpful for children who are less verbal. 

5. The 3 Rs of Routine, Reinforce and Remind help to 
 provide a stable learning environment. 
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One of my heroes in ministry is a small little spunky 
woman deeply connected with spirituality – Mother 
Teresa. She had said this about the poor that “Each one 
of them is Jesus in disguise.” This was her summary of 
Matthew 25 where Jesus said that whenever we offer 
a cup of water to the least of people, we are doing it 
to him. 

For the past few months, we have had homeless 
people attending our church services. These people 
are poor, not only in material things, but also in friends 
and family love. 

We had learnt from YWAM (Youth With A Mission) 
that there are actually homeless people in Singapore 
and for about a year, our Outreach Department 
observed how YWAM ministered to them. By the grace 
of God, we were able to begin our own ministry to the 
homeless. Our volunteers meet weekly in the evening 
for a short briefing and after which they would go out 
to the community in Hougang, Toa Payoh and Ang 
Mo Kio bringing along food and hot drinks to serve 
these people. In the process of befriending them, we 
have come to realize that these people are homeless 
because of circumstances out of their control. Many 
cannot afford the rental and the utilities on their 
meagre salary and so have become homeless as a 
result. As we become more globalised and the gap 
between the rich and the poor widens, the number of 
homeless may increase. 

Besides visiting them in their usual sleeping places, 
we organize events for them. When we first organized 
a barbeque for these people, more than 20 came. 
I was touched to see our adults, our youths and our 

Welcoming the Homeless in our Midst
young adults serving these people at the events. The 
willingness of the homeless to come for our events 
tells me one thing – that relationships have been 
forged. They are not “others” to be gawked at – they 
have become friends. We must always recognise that 
they have dignity and they have contributions. We go 
as friends and when they know that we have accepted 
them as equals, they become friends. This is part of the 
culture of honour that we hope to cultivate in church– 
to honour everyone because they are worthy beings in 
the sight of God and in OUR sight. 
 

Let me share how they started coming to church. Not 
long ago I received a WhatsApp message from my 
Director of Outreach:

Each one of them is 

Jesus 
in 

disguise.

(Mother Teresa)

■  By Rev Dr Jonathan Seet
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Last night from 9.30pm to 11.30pm, Lucy (Lo) and 
I went out to search for this Eurasian Indian man, 
Michael, whom we felt might be in trouble. We drove 
to Toa Payoh to look for him and found him sleeping, 
weak and not eaten for a week. Just drinking tap water 
mainly. We brought him to hawker centre and fed 
him. We let him talk and began to understand what’s 
been happening to him in the last one to two years. 
Thereafter we invited him to come to church this 
morning because a couple of people were ready to help 
him with this and that, and we wanted him to meet 
them to make arrangements. As he was a catholic, 
we also invited him to come and return to God and 
worship with us. 

He was really down, being cheated by the company 
who didn’t pay him this month for all the dish washing 
he did at a country club and he had no money. The 
sub-contractor company had run away. He was 
mugged by some thugs where he was sleeping and they 
targeted him this week apparently because he was older, 
according to some other younger homeless who verified. 

He came today and sat with Lucy as I had to be at 
youth service. The sermon really touched both him 
and Lucy. And he cried and said, “now I know why 
you guys do what you do every week.” Lucy cried too. 
Then we drove him to Matthew 25 (a soup kitchen) 
to show him how to get free meals everyday till he 
finds another job. Kum Kin from my social concerns 
committee read his story and decided to bring him to 
ICA (Immigration & Checkpoints Authority) next week 
to make his IC (Identity Card) which costs 300 dollars 
because this was the second time Michael had lost his 
IC. And he can’t find new work without it. 

Michael is a very articulate and good fellow even 
though he is 67. We hope he will reconcile with his 
family one day and that they will take him back. 
Joseph Ong had a strange dream last night and 
dreamt he came across a homeless man and asked 
him “do you want to follow me home or Lucy home” 
and Joe had no idea at all we were both going to see 
Michael last night! And then the man said “follow 
Lucy”. So when Joe saw Lucy and Edward in church 
with Michael, Lucy said his face was really in shock. 

Lucy and I repented because we almost didn’t want 
to go look for Michael yesterday because we thought 
he played us out as he did not keep his word and 
did not come to office to look for me last Thursday 
as arranged. We didn’t realise it was because he got 
mugged of his last 12 dollars that Lucy gave him for 
transport and it had been raining heavily on Thursday 
morning, so he could not come. So we are glad we 
eventually went last night... He was so much uplifted 
after our fellowship over his dinner last night and 
today again at church. Praise God.

Then the next week, another two came. They came 
again the very next week and they came up for prayer 
after the service with Lucy and Edward (two of our 
volunteers). They were going to start work in Kentucky 
Fried Chicken, and when I prayed for them, one of them 
started weeping and we were all visibly moved by that. 
Over the last few months, some have become regular 
worshippers. Very soon, I will be baptising five of them 
who were ministered by YWAM and PLMC. God is doing 
amazing things! 

Let me tell you the story of one such person. His name 
is AZ. AZ developed a medical condition when there 
was sudden internal bleeding due to intestine rupture 
last week. He was treated at Khoo Teck Phuat Hospital. 
He had to wear a waste bag. His family did not want to 
help him. During his treatment, our people helped him 
and he had become a friend. He was one of those who 
came for our barbeque. The next day, he sent Mary, our 
Director for Outreach, a message saying:

Good morning Mary, I was surprised by your 
text at 2.15 am. Just to say you’re touched by our 
presence. In honesty, I was surprised myself, by 
the warmth and acceptance YOU ALL showed , 
not to mention the good food in abundance. Half 
of you - I never met - knew me, I wondered how, 
they showed they’re glad to meet me and I was 
puzzled yet glad to know they took me in, even 
Shirley’s girl remembered me. I was sleeping in 
bed when u texted. Pls convey my sincere thanks 
and appreciation to all. Tell them for me this ... I 
left knowing I’ve new friends, though I’m so down, 
almost a destitute, even you Mary called me 
Brother, that is real sweet of you. I pray and wish 
all of you ... shall forever be in God’s hand. Words 
are never enough to thank you all. God knows 
how I LOVE YOU ALL and how I appreciate your 
generosity, thank you very much for being a friend. 
God bless you, brothers and sisters- AZ.

AZ is no great musician but we 
invited him to our leadership 
retreat last year and he played 
for us on the keyboard “What a 
Wonderful World”. The irony of 
having someone who is homeless 
playing “What A Wonderful 
World” brought many of 
us to tears! Jesus has 
indeed manifested His 
glorious presence in 
our midst!
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Welcoming Strangers

My kids were toddlers then, so we went to the cry-room. 
There we met Michael Teo who welcomed us warmly. 
He spoke with us after service and introduced us to a 
few people, all of whom were very welcoming. Although 
there weren’t any other families from India in the church 
at that time, we didn’t feel out of place because we were 
not treated differently. So we started to attend LHMC, 
and became good friends with Michael and his wife, May. 
One day when Pastor announced that all of us should be 
attached to a Cell, Michael quickly invited us to join his 
PTL (“Praise the Lord”) Cell. We felt at home in PTL Cell 
and made many good friends. We loved the fellowship, 
the stories they shared and our ‘kopi tiam’ sessions. I 
was so inspired by a member’s sharing about his visits 
to the prison to counsel young offenders that I joined the 
Prison Ministry team. My wife, Nirmala joined the Prayer 
Team and later served in the Sunday School. 

We became members of LHMC and started attending 
the church’s programmes. Our involvement in the 
Cell and various church ministries and programmes 
helped us grow in spiritual maturity. Soon I headed the 
Prison Ministry and joined the Local Church Executive 
Committee. I subsequently took charge of the Witness & 
Evangelism Committee. We conducted Alpha in church, 
and worked with the community centre and a nearby 
school. 

About five years ago, other Indian families started 
coming to LHMC. But I noticed that most of them did 

…I was a stranger and 

you welcomed me. 

■  By Rev Ivan Tan and Mr Samuel Jayakaran

How We Joined LHMC
My name is Samuel, and I’m married with three 
children. My family and I were originally from Chennai, 
India. We have attended LHMC since 2005. We moved 
from Bukit Panjang to Tampines in 2004. While we 
were in Bukit Panjang, we attended an Anglican Church 
but were not regular. We stopped going to church 
altogether after moving to Tampines. Then one day, we 
saw a newspaper advertisement on the inauguration of 
LHMC and thought of attending it since it was close 
to our home. 

Jesus stressed the importance of welcoming strangers 
into the Christian community. He said in the Parable 
of the Sheep and the Goats: “I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35, NRSV). This 
is borne out in the teaching of the Bible, and in the 
practice of the early church which welcomed many 
into the kingdom through acts of Christian hospitality. 
They welcomed every newcomer as though they were 
welcoming the Lord Himself! 

Below is the testimony of Samuel Jayakaran about 
the welcome that he and his family received at Living 
Hope Methodist Church (“LHMC”). When Samuel first 
came from India to work in Singapore, he and his family 
did not attend any church regularly. But after their first 
visit to LHMC, they settled in and became involved in 
the life and ministry of the church. He shares about 
how they were received, and how they had sought to 
welcome others into their community.
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1 Paul Brand and Philip Yancey (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
 1980).

We named our Cell, Rainbow Cell. Although our 
members are all Indians, we come from different parts 
of India and speak different languages, like the colours 
of a rainbow. Our members grew in their faith and 
gradually became involved in the life and ministry of the 
church. I pray that they too would become beacons of 
light, welcoming newcomers and multiplying into many 
new Cells!
 
Not many of us feel comfortable welcoming newcomers. 
We may be able to start a conversation with them over 
coffee, and some can draw other members to chat with 
them and make them feel at home. Sometimes we 
overdo it, but often we ‘underdo’ it. We are all learners, 
but it’s the work of the Holy Spirit to create opportunities 
to connect people. The next step in our welcome is to 
connect newcomers with a suitable Cell where they can 
experience the Christian community. It is in the Cell that 
newcomers can get to know others and grow in spiritual 
maturity. Then they might welcome others who come 
after them.
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A color on a canvas can be beautiful 
in itself. However, the artist excels 
not by slathering one color across the 
canvas but by positioning it between contrasting 
or complementary hues. The original color then 
derives richness and depth from its milieu of unlike 
colors. The basis for our unity within Christ’s Body 
begins not with our similarity but with our diversity.

not join a Cell. As Nirmala and I wanted to start a Cell 
for young parents, I spoke with some of them about the 
idea. Around this time, PTL Cell had grown and we felt it 
was time to multiply. So the Cell gave us their blessings 
to start a new Cell. Around 2011, we started a Cell at our 
home with three families. We met two Fridays a month, 
and Nirmala cooked delicious food for all to eat! These 
sessions helped us bond together, and we felt that they 
were like our extended family. More families joined us 
over time, and our children became close friends. Those 
who were homemakers met on weekdays for walks and 
for prayer. 

Author Paul Brand wrote in his book, Fearfully and 
Wonderfully Made1:



…our newly installed Trinity Annual 
Conference Vice-President, Mr Edmund 
E, and Lay Leader, Mr Kim Seah. Both 
Mr Edmund E and Mr Kim Seah were 
installed at the Closing Service of the 
39th Session of the Annual Conference 
on 20th November 2014. 

By way of welcoming our leaders of 
the Conference into their new roles, 
OnTRAC asked them to provide  
us with their perspective on 
the Conference theme of the 
year, Welcome, taken from our 
Quadrennium Vision of being On 
TRAC Together for God’s Word, 
Worship, Welcome, Witness and 
Wonder, by asking them this 
question:

OnTRAC CONGRATULATES… 
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Our Lay Leader, Mr Kim Seah
As to what Welcome means to me, we know from the 
description of the early Church in Acts 2 that it was 
one where they gladly accepted newcomers into their 
fellowship. And the Church today must remain as 
welcoming. Whilst it is natural to become comfortable 
with familiar faces, we must never become a closed or 
exclusive circle. So in our prayers, our words and our 
deeds we must strive to bring in and accept everyone 
into our fellowship.

What does Welcome 

mean to you?

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”

Our Vice-President, Mr Edmund E
Do we really mean it when we say to all who 
pass through our church doors: 

A paraphrased Matthew 10:42  

Let not our church be a selective club with memberships 
determined by secular standards.  

It is determined only because that person loves Christ 
imperfectly, and wants to be a part of this community 
of believers. 

All are welcome here because we do not own this 
church. God does.

We have the power of the Holy Spirit to change our 
church to be the place where the people who need 
Jesus the most feel welcomed. 

“You are welcome here!”?

says:

says:

reads:


