oa

TRAC Together for God’s Word, Worship, Welcome, Witness and Wonder

"

JULY 2023



BY REV STANLEY CHUA

AWORD
FROM YOUR
PRESIDENT

If you have watched “The Fellowship of the
Ring,” the first instalment of the trilogy “The
Lord of the Rings”, you might remember an
opening line of that movie that reads, “Much
that once was is no longer; for none now live
who remember it.” This pithy saying was spoken
by Galadriel, one of the characters in the movie.
She was reminiscing on and lamenting over
how those in her generation had forgotten most
of their history especially the history of the ring
that was lost through time. I believe the story
of the Lord of the Rings was not just a fight

to recover the lost ring, but it was essentially a
fight to recover their history so that they could
make sense of why the ring was so important
and why it had to be recovered and destroyed.
Significantly, it was learning from their history
that they also discovered the way to defeat the
evil Lord Sauron, who wanted to possess the
one ring to dominate Middle earth.

I don’t have to belabour the point but just to say
that from this movie, the moral lesson is this,
and that is, the study of history is important

for us, especially our Methodist history. J. D.
Walt, the former Dean of Chapel at Asbury
Theological Seminary once said, “It is for

want of memory that movements grow cold.
Institutions, for all their gifts to us, have a way,
over time, of reducing great movements of the
Spirit into the mindless motions of bureaucratic
systems. Ground-breaking, earth-moving ideas
slowly wind their way into the libraries of our
collective forgetfulness.” I mentioned in my

last article for OnTrac that this was precisely
what our founder, John Wesley, feared when he
prophetically warned all Methodists saying:

“I am not afraid that the people called
Methodists should ever cease to exist
either in Europe or America. But | am
afraid lest they should exist as a dead
sect, having the form of religion without
the power. And this undoubtedly will be
the case unless they hold fast both the
doctrine, spirit, and discipline with which
they first set out...”

(Thoughts on Methodism (Works of John
Wesley Vol.13])

'The above warning by John Wesley was what
God used to convict me to lead our Conference
to dig into the wells of our heritage to find
solutions to the various challenges that we are
facing today as an Annual Conference. And
one of the things that God led me to do was

to facilitate a book study on our Methodist
heritage with our pastors and conference
delegates. So, for almost three months last
year (March-May), our pastors and delegates
embarked on a book study with me on a book
by A. Skevington Wood, “The Burning Heart.”
I praise the Lord for the overwhelming support
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and participation that our Conference pastors
and delegates gave to me. I was also deeply
humbled and touched by the many positive
responses and feedback that I received through
the book study. Most have expressed that

they had benefitted and learned much about
our Methodist spirit, doctrine, and discipline

through the book study.

As I mentioned to our pastors and delegates
that the purpose of our book study was not

to study for study’s sake, but it is for a more
practical purpose - to relearn our past, so

that the past can tell us what to do in the
present. As part of the study, I also required
all our pastors and delegates to reflect and

give practical feedback and solutions to the
ministry challenges that we are facing today as a
Conference. After sieving and praying through
the various practical feedback and suggestions
that I had received, I eventually presented six
practical solutions to the challenges that our
Conference faced at last year’s Conference
address. You can read a summary of the six
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practical solutions in Ps Zhi-Hui’s article in this
issue of OnTrac. The rest of this issue wrestles
with some important questions that arise from
these six solutions.

In conclusion, let me say that the early
Methodists knew what they believed. But it
wasn’t mere head knowledge - theirs was a
religion of the heart, characterized by the work
and power of the Holy Spirit. And through it
all the early Methodists organized their lives in
very disciplined ways that led to real personal
transformation, making real societal impact

in their days. May we continue to uphold and
live out our Methodist spirit, doctrine, and
discipline so that the Methodist Church in
Singapore will continue to be a living, vibrant
and Spirit-filled community for the next 100
years. Importantly, may the name of our Lord
be exalted and praised because of the people
called Methodists. To God be the glory! Amen!

Rev Stanley Chua





