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Recap:

Presidential Address at
TRAC 47th Session

“l am not afraid that the people
called Methodists should ever
cease to exist either in Europe
or America. But | am afraid lest
they should only exist as a dead
sect, having the form of religion
without the power. And this
undoubtedly will be the case
unless they hold fast both the
doctrine, spirit, and discipline
with which they first set out.”

~ John Wesley, Thoughts on

Methodism (1786)
Remember Who We Are

“Tragically these prophetic words of John
Wesley had come to pass in our generation
where we witnessed the sordid plight of
the decline of Methodism in the UK and
US, especially the UK, the birthplace of
Methodism...because they have precisely
forgotten their history and heritage and
importantly, the prophetic warning of John
Wesley by neglecting to hold fast to their
Methodist doctrine, spirit and discipline.”
With these sobering opening words, the

Reverend Stanley Chua, President of the
Trinity Annual Conference of the Methodist
Church in Singapore (TRAC) gave his
address at the 47th Session of TRAC on 21
November 2022. Against that backdrop,
President Stanley shared that his “greatest
concern is that many in our Methodist
Churches are ignorant of our Methodist
history and heritage” and we may well head
in the same direction as Methodism in the
West if we do not tighten our hold on “the
doctrine, spirit, and discipline with which
[the Methodist movement] first set out.” As
such, TRAC had agreed that God's plan and
direction for us this quadrennium is:

“Remember Who We Are:
Recovering our Methodist
Heritage of Doctrine, Spirit, &
Discipline.”

Believing that such recovery and change
can only happen in our local churches
when the main leadership in TRAC are
aware and convicted that change is needed,
President Stanley conducted a book study
(“The Burning Heart” by Arthur Skevington
Wood] early in 2022 for all the pastors and
TRAC delegates, surveying the life of John
Wesley and how the Methodist movement
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was sparked, sustained, and spurred.
The study provided a foil for us to assess
the state of our churches, and stirred a
thirst for the Holy Spirit to work in and
through us and our churches as he did
with Wesley. ' The book study also aimed

to build among TRAC delegates a common

understanding on our Methodist heritage,
for unity and effectiveness in discussing
and discerning ideas on the way forward.

Zeal for lost souls

Empowering the lay
for ministry

From the book study, reflections and
feedback from the participants were
obtained, from which President Stanley
distilled and discerned some big ideas and

practical solutions to recover our Methodist

doctrine, spirit, and discipline. These are
outlined in the following table.

SPIRIT

Recovery Aspect Wesley’s day Current problems Ideas/Solutions

In “Thoughts on
Methodism,” the
“spirit” that Wesley
was particularly
referring to was a
zeal for personal
salvation and a
zeal for everyone’s
salvation. Wesley’s
persistent zeal for
lost souls sparked
a spiritual revival in
England.

Wesley faced

the problem

of insufficient
ordained clergy

to serve a fast-
growing Methodist
population, and

so he raised lay
preachers to
complement the
ordained ministers.
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Stagnating
membership in our
churches.

Impending shortage
of ordained pastors
as the numbers who
are soon retiring

is outpacing the
ordination of new
pastors.

The task of witness
and evangelism
must be taught and
done as a priority
of all our ministry
efforts, and we
must allocate more
resources and think
of creative ways to
proclaim the gospel
effectively in our
day.

The appointment of
suitable laypersons
as “Lay Pastors”
using the provision
for “Supply Pastors”
in our Book of
Discipline.



Recovery Aspect

Innovation and
adaptation

The work of the Holy
Spirit

Wesley’s day

Wesley was a high
church Anglican
priest who honoured
church tradition,

but he was willing

to innovate, adapt,
and experiment with
new ways (e.qg. field
preaching, bands
and classes, and
the raising of lay
preachers) to see
the gospel shared
and lives changed,
while still being a
part of the larger
Church of England.

Much of Christianity
in the established
Church then was
detached from

the emotions and
lacking outward
expression. But
from his personal
“heart strangely
warmed” experience
and the affective
experiences of many
others in Methodist
meetings, which

he attributed to the
work and witness

of the Holy Spirit

in human lives,
Wesley believed that
the witness of the
Holy Spirit was an
important aspect of
Christian experience
for all believers.

Current problems

A declining
population of youth
and young adults in
our churches.

Many people are
either open to

the Holy Spirit

and not all that
discerning, or they
are discerning but
not open, and in
some cases, even
resistant to the work
of the Holy Spirit.
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Ideas/Solutions

The “Wesley
Sandbox” project - a
safe environment
where our young
people can
brainstorm and
experiment with
new ideas of doing
church without
disturbing present
church practices
which carries on
serving the larger
church population.
This is aimed at
fostering a spirit
of innovation and a
sense of belonging
and contribution
among our young
people.

Being personally
open to the work

of the Holy Spirit in
our lives, especially
in the area of
experience, as
understood in our
Methodist heritage.

Creating
opportunities

and space in our
gatherings (worship
services, small
group meetings,
etc.) for people

to encounter God
through the Holy
Spirit.
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Recovery Aspect

DOCTRINE

Wesley’s day

Current problems

Ideas/Solutions

Justification by
Faith; and Entire
Sanctification

Recovery Aspect

The scriptural and
historic doctrines
were largely
relativised and put
aside in Wesley's
day. Wesley's
insistence on
these doctrines
as foundational to
Christianity saw the
spiritual revival of
England.

Our people largely
are unfamiliar with
the doctrine of
entire sanctification
and are unaware,
and therefore do
not appropriate, the

grace of God for this.

DISCIPLINE

Wesley’s day

Current problems

Redesign our
membership classes
using the Alpha
Course model to
effectively teach our
Methodist doctrine,
spirit, and discipline
to succeeding
generations;
including the
component of

the Holy Spirit
Weekend for a
conducive space

for people to have
their “Aldersgate
Experience”.

Ideas/Solutions

Class meetings
as covenant
communities for
mutual spiritual
accountability

Wesley knew
commitment to
Christ, no matter how
sincere, has a way

of evaporating with
time if not tied to and
reinforced by specific
commitments and
disciplines in a
covenant community.
Classes were

such communities
for mutual
encouragement and
accountability, and
Wesley made active
participationin a
class compulsory
for one to attend
Methodist Society
meetings.
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Small groups

in our churches
largely focus on
Bible studies or
fellowship with little
accountability for
spiritual growth and
discipleship.

Study the original
design of the class
meeting in “The
General Rules

of the Methodist
Church™ in our Book
of Discipline; and
recover the original
intention of the class
meetings. Introduce
such elements of
accountability for
discipleship into our
present practice of
small groups.

Seriously consider
making small

group participation
a requirement for
church membership.



Finally, reminding us that we can do
nothing unless we abide in Christ (John
15:5), President Stanley appealed to the
LCECs of all TRAC Churches, and all
TRAC Boards to covenant for the year to
spend 10-15 minutes before each of their
respective meetings to pray for our TRAC
churches and our Conference’s needs and
concerns.

May the name of our Lord may be exalted
and praised because of a people called
Methodists. To God be the glory! Amen!

Endnotes

"A helpful primer for our parishioners to be introduced to our M
Wesley published by our MCS Council of Communications, whic
Singapore.






